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sity, by the grant of two townships of land by the United 
States. An "Illinois institute of education,' ' was lately 
formed at Vandalia, Illinois College, at Jacksonville. 
Eev. Edward Beecher, president; Eev. J. M. Sturtevant, 
professor of mathematics and natural philosophy; Rev. 
W. Kirby, professor of Latin and Greek ; Erastus Colton, 
preparatory department. About $46,000 have been 
raised in the East and West, toward founding this insti- 
tution. The building will accommodate 100 students. 
A philosophical apparatus, worth $600 or $800 has been 
procured. A president, two professors, and an instructor 
in the preparatory department have been provided. The 
college stands on a rising ground, in front of which is a 
beautiful prairie of 13,000 acres, or 20 square miles of 
the richest soil. At Alton, Madison county, an institution 
for the Baptists is about to be commenced. The library, 
and other property at Rock Spring will be procured. An 
organized college of the first order, it is intended soon to 
establish. Instruction, we believe, has been already com- 
menced. Two or three other institutions are contemp- 
lated. 

FREE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF CHICAGO. 

(From Eclectic Journal of Education and Literary Re- 
view. Chicago, Illinois, January 15, 1851. 
Vol. II, No. XX.) 

The following well merited commendation of the Public 
School system of this city, we take from the Daily Chicago 
Journal. We hope the present liberal policy will not 
only be continued, but that the time will soon come when 
the system shall be completed by the institution of a 
noble Free Academy, which shall bear the same relation 
to our Public Schools, that the Free Academy of New 
York does to hers. 

"It is with a feeling of gratification, somewhat akin 
to pride, that we refer to the six Public Schools, that in 
the best sense of the word now adorn our city. 



357 

" Whatever the policy may have been in other matters, 
through all the changes of parties and persons, the edu- 
cational interests of the city have been kept steadily in 
view. Men may have doubted and differed about every- 
thing else— the laying out of streets, the construction of 
Bridges, the erection of public buildings, the improving 
of Harbors, but the man has not been found who dare 
raise his voice against multiplying the facilities for popu- 
lar education. 

"In 1844, the first Public School Building was erected, 
there were then 915 children in attendance." 

In 1846, two more edifices were completed, and the num- 
ber of pupils had increased to 1,107. In 1849, the fourth 
was built, and 1,794 children were availing themselves of 
the means of education afforded. During the last year, 
the new edifices in the North and West Divisions of the 
city, were constructed, and there are now in session, six 
schools, with an aggregate attendance of twenty-three 
hundred children. 

"The ratio of increase of those who throng these 
schools, for the last ten years, show to what great destiny 
Chicago is advancing. Thus swell the figures for the last 
ten years, from November, 1841, to November, 1851 : 531, 
808, 915, 1,051, 1,317, 1,517, 1,794, 1,919, 2,017. Talk about 
ascending series and Rhetorical climax I What flight of 
fancy so eloquent as this sentence of figures? 

"And the means that have been employed to place our 
system of public instruction upon its present broad and 
liberal basis, also exhibit the growth of the city. In 1841, 
the School Tax paid by the city, amounted to $1,984.89. 
In 1851, it reached $12,844.07. Ten years ago, the total 
Revenue for educational purposes was $1,984.89, yester- 
day it amounted to $18,228.21. The total revenue for the 
last ten years is $105,331.31, and the total Expenditures 
of the School Agent for the same period, fall but little 
short of $50,000. 
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"The present value of the School Pond, is, in Cash 
and Securities, $53,625.76; in Real Estate, $150,000, to- 
gether reaching $203,625.76. 

"In this connection, it is proper to remark, that since 
1847, the expenditures of the School Agent, have been 
confined to the payment of teachers and incidental ex- 
penses pertaining to Public Instruction. Other expendi- 
tures since that date, such as for the erection of build- 
ings, fuel, and the like, have been made by the Common 
Council, 

"A rough estimate of the cost of the six Public School 
Buildings, and the necessary repairs, gives therefor, 
$47,658.84. For Teachers, Fuel, &c, during the period 
alluded to, $45,251-93, together making a total for these 
purposes, of $92,910.77. 

" Such is a brief, an abstract of the Educational Statis- 
tics of our city, and prosaic as it may be, it assuredly is 
the noblest eulogy that can be pronounced jipon the intel- 
ligence, the wisdom, the enterprise and enlightened public 
spirit of its citizens. 



SCHOOLS IN CHICAGO. 

(From Eclectic Journal of Education and Literary Ee- 

view. Chicago, Illinois, November 15, 1851. 

Vol. II, No. XVIH.) 

The Fbankun Institute, kept in the basement of the 
First Baptist Church, located on the corner of Washing- 
ton and LaSalle streets, is under the charge of Messrs. 
Beardsley and Gaston. Their spacious school-room is 
well filled with boys and girls, a majority of whom are 
studying the common English branches, though classes 
are formed and instruction given im all the branches 
usually taught in Academic Institutions. Evening classes 
are also received, to accommodate those young men who 



